In the fall of 1998, I (Lynne Millican) heard a radio announcement that FOX 25 TV News in Boston was to air a story at 11 pm that night on egg donors. I called the FOX TV station and explained the use of lupron in egg donation and IVF, the dangers of lupron, FDA Notice of Adverse Findings, the many victims, my lawsuit, etc. They asked me to come that day with the documentation I spoke of, and in the middle of a wild rainstorm I went to the TV station and met with the producer, Tory Ryden, and assistant producer, Kristen Satera. They were very interested in the 20-pound bag of documentation I brought, and I spent about an hour with them explaining numerous issues, and they made copies of FDA and medical documentation. That night, at the end of their egg donation story, Tory concluded with: “But some drugs, such as lupron, may do more harm than good.” 

This was the first time these words had ever been publicly spoken! 

Tory and Kristen assured me they would investigate lupron, and would do a story. And in 1999 they did do an investigation with a resultant 2-part story – the first 2 investigative TV news stories on lupron. My hopes were very high that the truth about the risks of lupron would become well known and the end of lupron was near. 

Now an entire 10 years have passed. How many victims have accumulated since 1999? How many more victims will it take for the FDA – somebody ... anybody - to do something?!

Below please find a transcript of FOX 25's story on lupron – part 1. In an attempt to provide some visual of the video, I've included several descriptors within brackets [] fyi. 

************************************************************************

FOX 25 TV News (Boston)

Title: “Risk or Remedy?”

Air Date: May 24, 1999 

Risk or Remedy?   [lupron vial and lupron box displayed]

Linda DeBenedictis: [In her classroom, speaking to her students] “I ... know ...all ....about ...that.”

Tory Ryden: Linda DeBenedictis, 3rd grade teacher, her students are her children because she's never been able to have her own.

Linda DeBenedictis [with husband, sitting in home]: “I have total exhaustion some days.”

Tory Ryden: Linda blames it on the fertility drug lupron, she started taking it when she failed to conceive a baby.

Linda DeBenedictis: “They said we use it for fertility and you know, there's really no difference, things will be better, you'll get more eggs, you'll get better fertilization, you'll have a better success rate.”

Tory Ryden: Linda was put on lupron, the same drug used to treat prostate cancer in men. It was 1988. Linda says she was very healthy. [photo of a thin Linda prior to lupron, with flowing black hair]

Lynne Millican [in front of MA. State House]: “I had never been disabled in my entire life, but that drug did it to me.”

Tory Ryden: Doctors put Lynne Millican on lupron too, first to treat endometriosis, then infertility.

Lynne Millican: “I was in a fog. I didn't sleep, I couldn't really function.”

Dr. Gary Gross [in his office]: “We've come a long long way.”

Tory Ryden: Dr. Gary Gross performs in vitro fertilization and prescribes lupron as a last resort.

Dr. Gary Gross: “There doesn't appear [emphasis in voice] to be any long term side effects, ahm, except of course if you use it for an unduly long period of time, then the lack of estrogen will lead to loss of bone density.”

Lynne Millican [walking in Boston Common]: “I mean it certainly changed the entire fabric of my life.”

Tory Ryden: Lynne calls it migratory bone pain, the mildest of her health problems.

Lynne Millican: “Breast cysts, cardiac arrhythmias, dizziness, edema, fatigue, gastritis, gastro-esophageal reflux disease ...”

Tory Ryden: As Lynne suffered, so did Linda. In front of her students, Linda began to lose her hair. One clump at a time. [successive photos shown of increasing bald patches, with final photo with mere wisps of hair on scalp]. 

Linda DeBenedictis: “You know, there'd be a spot, and then another spot, after that I lost total hair. I even lost my eyebrows. My eyebrows and eyelashes were the last to go.”

Tory Ryden: Her hair loss was followed by weight gain and fatigue – all she blames on fertility drugs including lupron. Not approved for infertility treatment, the FDA labels lupron a category X drug, meaning it can cause birth defects and spontaneous abortion if taken during pregnancy. The FDA has received more than 400 reported adverse reactions from women who have taken lupron. Even the package insert advises women against taking lupron if they are or may become pregnant. So why would doctors prescribe a drug with so many risks?

George Annas [in his office]: “Infertility treatment has been called the 'Wild West'.”

Tory Ryden: Medical ethicist George Annas sits on the Committee for the American Society for Reproductive Medicine.

George Annas: “Its not uncommon in medicine for a drug that is approved for one purpose to be given for other purposes, and that's perfectly reasonable. But, under all those circumstances, a physician has a legal and moral obligation to tell the patient what the drug is approved for and explain why they're giving it to them for some other reason.”

Tory Ryden [outside, in front of Boston IVF]: But Lynne and Linda say that explanation was never given to them. They were both treated here at Boston IVF. We asked the doctors here whether they informed their patients about the experimental nature of lupron and its possible side effects [Tory walking inside the corridors of Boston IVF]. But they refused to talk on camera [Tory outside Boston IVF]. A spokeswoman for Boston IVF told us they don't want to participate in this story in any way, shape, or form, and suggested we talk to the pharmaceutical company. 

FOX 25 News has learned that TAP Pharmaceuticals, the maker of lupron, has been warned repeatedly by the FDA for undertaking a deliberate campaign promoting lupron for a wide range of unapproved uses [displaying text of FDA Notice of Adverse Findings to TAP]. The FDA ordered the firm to immediately suspend all activities geared to the promotion of unapproved uses of this drug. But have they? 

[FOX 25 News helicopter flies over TAP headquarters]. We asked TAP Pharmaceuticals, based in Deerfield Illinois, for an on camera interview. They too refused. But when asked if doctors should be prescribing lupron for infertility, they told us “We can't comment on that. Medical treatment is a decision made between a physician and a patient.[written statement by TAP spokeswoman Kim Modory]”. 

Back in Boston [Lynne Millican walking up Massachusetts State House steps, carrying 20-pound bag of lupron risk documentation], Linda and Lynne teamed up, took her case to the state house and found a sympathetic supporter, state representative John Rogers.

Rep. John Rogers [in State House chambers]: “Women were informed that there were quote unquote absolutely no side effects whatsoever in the treatment of infertility with these drugs, and I just don't think that that's the truth.”

Tory Ryden: Rogers wants at the very least to get the state regulating fertility clinics, which are now only self regulated. That's why he's filed House Bill 3477.

Rep. John Rogers: “Just because you have a license to practice medicine doesn't mean you can start administering these powerful drugs like Pergonal and Clomid and lupron about which you don't know anything about.”

Tory Ryden: And after losing every hair on her body, Linda is worried about what's next. [photo of Linda without her wig, her head completely bald, and with painted eyebrows].

Linda DeBenedictis: “There is certainly concern about the safety of this drug, and what will it take? How many people will have to be hurt before they do something?

